WATCH YOURSELVES, IDOLS
(https://thelightof life)

An idol does not see, nor hear, nor speak;
it is a copy of a thing and it is made with
human hands: a deception, a trick, a
stumbling block to the undiscerning; it
makes one think it is the real thing in which
it imitates. It deters one from looking to
God, but instead, to demons, stealing what
was intended for the only true God to itself
and wasting it, making its worshippers just
as useless as it is. They’re copies that
imitate the real, having none of the truth in
itself. Pictures, videos, statues, etc, or even
a religious temple could be an idol, if it is
worshipped and adored (and again, why
would anyone create an idol unless for the
purpose of worship since an image is
useless?) It has no eyes, but it is trusted
for sight; it has no ears, but it is spoken to;
it has not a mouth, but it is waited upon for
an answer. Even so Israel’s temple, made
by human hands, is a copy of the heavenly
temple, as it says, “The place where they
(the priests) serve is a copy and shadow of
what is in heaven. This is why Moses was
warned when he was about to build the
tabernacle: ‘See to it that you make
everything according to the pattern shown
to you on the mountain’ [Hebrews 8]” But
the people were led astray to worship the
temple rather than God who makes the
temple holy. As the Most High says,
“Heaven is My throne and the earth is My
footstool. Where then is a house you could
build for Me? And where is a place that |
may rest? For My hand made all these
things, Thus all these things came into
being [Isaiah 66]”. All physical things are
destined to pass away; they all wear out
like a garment and like a garment they will
be removed; these things deteriorate more-
so as we use them. Even so our bodies
have an end which is death & decay. But
the apostle says, “While we look not at the
things which are seen, but at the things
which are not seen; for the things which
are seen are temporal, but the things which
are not seen are eternal [2 Corinthians 4]”
Therefore, by the way of seeing things,
faith cannot come since, “Faith is the
assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen [Heb 11]” and
“We walk by faith, not by sight [2 Cor 5]”
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God in His glory made known that no-one
shall see Him with their physical eyes,
otherwise they would die; as He says, “You
cannot see My face, for no man can see
Me and live. [Exodus 33]” But through the
eyes of faith we can see God which is truly
seeing Him as He is: Spirit. “So faith comes
from hearing, and hearing by the word of
Christ. [Romans 10]”. Using the example of
the sun: we cannot look directly at the sun,
otherwise we would go blind. But we know
that the sun exists because it provides light
and heat to everyone. However, the Most
High is not like the sun, but He created the
sun, as Job testifies, “If | have looked at the
sun when it shone Or the moon going in
splendor, And my heart became secretly
enticed, And my hand threw a kiss from my
mouth, That too would have been an
iniquity calling for judgement, for | would
have denied God above. [Job 31]" How
glorious is He, having created the heavens
and the earth and filling them! As it is
written, “He is not served by human hands,
as though He needed anything, since He
Himself gives to all people life and breath
and all things [Acts 17]” and “For every
beast of the forest is Mine, The cattle on a
thousand hills. | know every bird of the
mountains, And everything that moves in
the field is Mine. If | were hungry | would
not tell you, For the world is Mine, and all it
contains. [Psalms 50]” But indeed, “Out of
the Eater came something to eat, And out
of the Strong came something sweet.
[Judges 14]” The sacrifices offered to idols
are not eaten since idols are dead, but the
sacrifices offered to God are eaten by Him.
Even so, God does not desire the sacrifice
of animals although they were offered
according to His Law, but instead, He gave
the Sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ.
And “By this will we have been sanctified
through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all [Hebrews 10]” He is the
powerful Lion from the tribe of Judah,
bringing to us the sweet-fulness of the
gospel of truth, in whose end is eternal life.
He is the perfect image of the invisible God
— in Him we know the Father. He died for
our sins & was raised for our justification.
In Him there is no sin or deceit, but grace
& truth. Therefore, turn from idols and to
the living God. (This is your bookmark)
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